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power be thereby reduced from five shillings to three, the 
surplus-value increases from one shilling to three. Ten hours
were necessary for the reproduction of the value of the 
labour-power; now only six are required. Four hours have been set
free, and can be annexed to the domain of surplus-labour.
Hence there is immanent in capital an inclination and constant 
tendency, to heighten the productiveness of labour, in
order to cheapen commodities, and by such cheapening to
cheapen the labourer himself.[1]
The value of a commodity is, in itself, of no interest to the
capitalist. What alone interests him, is the surplus-value that
dwells in it, and is realisable by sale. Realisation of the 
surplus-value necessarily carries with it the refunding of the
value that was advanced. Now, since relative surplus-value
increases in direct proportion to the development of the 
productiveness of labour, while, on the other hand, the value of
commodities diminishes in the same proportion; since one and
the same process cheapens commodities, and augments the 
surplus-value contained in them; we have here the solution of the
riddle: why does the capitalist, whose sole concern is the 
production of exchange-value, continually strive to depress the
exchange-value of commodities? A riddle with which Quesnay, 
one of the founders of political economy, tormented his
opponents, and to which they could give him no answer.
“You acknowledge,” he says, “that the more expenses and the
cost of labour can, in the manufacture of industrial products,
be reduced without injury to production, the more advantageous 
is such reduction, because it diminishes the price of the
finished article. And yet, you believe that the production of
wealth, which arises from the labour of the workpeople, con-


	↑ “In whatever proportion the expenses of a labourer are diminished, in the same proportion will his wages be diminished, if the restraints upon industry are at the same time taken off.” (“Considerations concerning taking off of the Bounty on Corn Exported,” &c., Lond., 1763, p. 7.) “The interest of trade requires, that corn and all Provisions should be as cheap as possible; for whatever makes them dear, must make labour dear also … in all countries where industry is not restrained the price of provisions must affect the price of labour. This will always be diminished when the necessaries of life grow cheaper.” (l. c. p. 3.) "Wages are decreased in the same proportion as the powers of production increase. Machinery, it is true, cheapens the necessaries of life, but it also cheapens the labourer.” ("A Prize Essay on the Comparative Merits of Competition and Co-operation.” London, 1834, p. 27.)
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