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The General Law of Capitalist Accumulation.
763


women and children takes place on a larger scale, it becomes
in turn a new means of making a surplus-population of the
male agricultural labourer and of keeping down his wage. In
the east of England thrives a beautiful fruit of this vicious
circle—the so-called gang-system, to which I must briefly return here.[1]
The gang-system obtains almost exclusively in the counties
of Lincoln, Huntingdon, Cambridge, Norfolk, Suffolk, and
Nottingham, here and there in the neighbouring counties of
Northampton, Bedford, and Rutland. Lincolnshire will serve
us as an example. A large part of this country is new land.
marsh formerly, or even, as in others of the eastern counties
just named, won lately from the sea. The steam-engine has
worked wonders in the way of drainage. What were once
fens and sandbanks, bear now a luxuriant sea of corn and the
highest of rents. The same thing holds of the alluvial lands
won by human endeavor, as in the island of Axholme and
other parishes on the banks of the Trent. In proportion as
the new farms arose, not only were no new cottages built: old
oves were demolished, and the supply of labour had to come
from open villages, miles away, by long roads that wound
along the sides of the hills. There alone had the population
formerly found shelter from the incessant floods of the 
winter-time. The labourers that dwell on the farms of 400—1000
acres (they are called “confined labourers”) are solely 
employed on such kinds of agricultural work as is permanent,
difficult, and carried on by aid of horses. For every 100
acres there is, on an average, scarcely one cottage. A fen
farmer, e.g., gave evidence before the Commission of 
Inquiry: “I farm 320 acres, all arable land. I have not one
cottage on my farm. I have only one labourer on my farm
now. I have four horsemen lodging about. We get light
work done by gangs.”[2] The soil requires much light field
labour, such as weeding, hoeing, certain processes of 
manuring, removing of stones, &c. This is done by the gangs, or 
organised bands that dwell in the open villages.





	↑ “Sixth and last Report of the Children’s Employment Commission,” published at the end of March, 1867. It deals solely with the agricultural.

	↑ “Child. Empl. Comm., VI. Report.” Evidence 173, p. 37.
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