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THE TWO RINGS




presently returned to escort our heroine to the presence.

Amala remained outside, in much impatience and curiosity.






VIII




Hiranmayi was much impressed by the raja's aspect. He was a tall handsome man of noble presence, broad-chested and of martial looks; his forehead was lofty, his eyes large and piercing, his demeanour dignified. Not often does a zenana woman see so imposing and attractive a male being. The raja too recognised that even in royal palaces maidens so lovely as the merchant's daughter are not often encountered.

The raja asked, "Is this Hiranmayi?"

Hiranmayi replied, "I am your highness's humble servant."

The raja said, "Hear now why I have sent for you. Do you remember the night of your wedding?"
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