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THE WATER PALACE, MANDOO.



 





He built it, for he was a king,

    And wealth was at his will;

He had another mountain hold

    Upon a mighty hill:

But that was built in times of war

    With high and armed walls,

With midnight watchers in its towers,

    And warriors in its halls;

But this sweet palace was for peace,

    Built by the water-side,

When Zerid sheathed the sword and won

    The Persian for his bride.



And beautiful round Ispahan

    Spread gardens of the rose,

And 'mid her guarded solitude

    The young queen pined for those;

The conqueror sought a lovely spot,

    And built a lovely home;

Of porphyry was the shining floor,

    Of crystal was the dome.

But lovelier were the cypresses

    That hung the lake beside;

As beauties o'er their mirror bend,

    So bent they o'er the tide.



Those giant warriors of the wood,

    Palms with their leafy crest,

Like waving feathers caught each breeze,

    That wandered from the west;

And every breeze, of red rose leaves

    Brought down a crimson rain,
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