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martyrdom of a whole family, I have written to the
President of the Republic. I have written you my last
letters to tell you that you must act, carrying out your
purpose unflinchingly, with the head proudly raised, as
innocent people who beg neither for mercy nor for
favors, but only for light and justice. Even if one may
bow the head under certain misfortunes, never can a
man accept dishonor when he has not merited it.

Our suffering has no place in this epoch; it has lasted
long enough—too long. Energy, then, my dear Lucie,
the energy of work, of action, which must triumph,
for it is based on justice, for it asks nothing but light,
the clear light of day, the absolute clearing up of this
whole affair. We are not in the presence of an unsolvable
mystery. As I have told you, not tears, not words,
but acts, are necessary.

The honor of a man, of his children, of two families,
is in the balance, and it outweighs all passions, all interests.
Act, then, my dear Lucie, with the heroic courage
of a woman who has a noble mission to accomplish,
even should you have to carry the question everywhere—before
the highest heads; and I hope soon to
hear that this appalling agony is to come to an end.

Kisses to all.

I embrace you and our dear children with all the force
of my affection.



Alfred.




 


26 October, 1895, evening.




Before I send this letter I want to add a few words,
for thus it seems to me that I come near you and talk
with you as in those happy times when we chatted to-
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