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final desperate appeal of an entirely innocent man. The
sentiment that was then aroused outside of France will
be emphasized by "Les Lettres d'un Innocent." Although
not destined to have the judicial and logical
weight of the testimony before the Cour de Cassation,
they have a sympathetic and persuasive significance that
is eminently human. The evidence before the Court
proves that Dreyfus did not write the bordereau. The
letters convince one that he was incapable of treason.

The reader who expects to find in the epistles before
us arguments tending to prove the innocence of the
writer will be disappointed. Even if the prisoner actually
attempted defense it was not allowed to pass the
censor. Only a persistent declaration of innocence will
be found here—a declaration that is repeated with awful
and tragic monotony until it smites the ear like the wail
of an innocent soul in Dante's "Inferno."

As has been said, the conditions under which these
letters were written forbade the author to indulge in
details concerning the circumstances of his awful fate.
Hence, for a fuller appreciation and a better understanding
of the emotions that moved the writer at given
periods, the following data must constantly be borne in
mind: Dreyfus was arrested October 15, 1894; his trial
by court-martial began December 19 of the same year
and ended December 23. The condemned man was publicly
degraded January 5, 1895, and on the 9th day of
the following February the Chamber passed a law decreeing
his place of confinement to be French Guiana,
in South America; in March he was transported thither.

The prisoner wrote regularly to his wife until the
spring of 1898, when he became a victim of the conditions
of his solitary position. In September, 1898, he
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