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	guish, the human being to cry out its distress, its weakness.

But do not let us dwell upon all that. What I wish to
tell you is this: you must demand light on this tragic
story; you must have the will to pursue inflexibly, without
boasting, without passion, but with the unshakable
conviction of your rights; with your heart of a wife, of
a mother, horribly mutilated and wounded, with an
energy and a will increasing each day in proportion to
your sufferings.

So, to-day, while I await your dear letters I wish
only to embrace you with all my heart, with all my
strength, as I love you, as I embrace also our dear children,
to hope, as always, that our terrible martyrdom
may at last have an end; yes, and to repeat to you always,
a thousand and a thousand times, Courage!

A thousand kisses more.



Alfred.




 


4 November, 1897.





My dear and good Lucie:




I have just at this moment received your letters.
Words, my good darling, are powerless to express what
poignant emotions the sight of your dear writing awakes
in my heart; and, indeed, it is these sentiments of powerful
affection that this emotion awakens in me that
give me the strength to wait until the supreme day
when the truth shall be made clear concerning this sad
and terrible drama.

Your letters breathe such a sentiment of confidence
that they have brought serenity to my heart, that is suffering
so much for you, for our dear children.
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