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answer; how heavy the moments have become to me.
But my thoughts, day and night, yearn so toward you,
toward our children, that I want to write to you again
to give you the counsels which I ought to give you.

I have read and re-read all of your letters, and the letters
from home, and I believe that for a long time we
have been living in a misconception of facts; this misunderstanding
comes from different causes (your letters
were often enigmas to me)—the absolute secrecy in
which I live, the state of my brain, the blows that have
been struck me without my understanding them, acts of
stupidity that may also have been committed.

But this is the situation as I understand it, and I
think that I am not far from the truth. I believe that
General de Boisdeffre has never been averse to rendering
us justice. We, deeply wounded, ask him to give us
light upon this mystery. It has been no more in his
power to give us light than it was in ours to procure it
for ourselves; it will shine out in a future that no one
can foresee.

Some minds have probably been soured; it may be
that awkwardnesses have been committed, I cannot tell;
all this has envenomed a situation already so atrocious.
We must go back to the beginning, and raise ourselves
above all our sufferings in order that we may look clearly
into our situation.

Well, I, who have been for more than three years
the greatest victim, the victim of everything and of
every one; I who am here, almost dying of agony, I have
just given you the counsels of prudence, of calmness,
that I think I ought to give you, oh, without abandoning
any of my rights, without weakness, but also without
boasting.
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