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of the attack has been ascertained, provided
they are able to occupy their positions unseen.

Machine guns at salients and on the flanks
are of great value in defending a position.

If sufficient machine guns are available, one
or two batteries should be reserved for the
counter-attack. They should in this instance
be pushed right into the firing line when necessary
and used with the greatest boldness. It
will be their duty to cover the retirement of the
Infantry in the event of a repulse, and for this
purpose positions in rear should have been
selected beforehand.

Although the principle of reserving machine
guns in the defence must be strictly adhered
to, there may be occasions when the use of a
battery or two well in front of the defensive
position will compel the enemy to deploy
prematurely, cause him loss, and delay his
advance. Machine guns so used may also find
opportunities for surprising artillery while unlimbering,
and thus render great service to the
defence. They should be withdrawn when their
mission is accomplished, and be reserved for
further use as already indicated. The following
are examples from the Russo-Japanese War of
the use of machine guns in the defence of a
position.

General Nogi has written: "Our most formidable
foes were wire entanglements placed
100 yards in front of the Russian trenches, well
lit up by search-lights and covered by the
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