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extreme cordiality towards the minister of
religion—in his capacity as a messenger of hope
and expert in peace of mind. Of all the weighty
evidence that has been gathered together to
build up this book, the opinion of Sir Clifford
Allbutt forms no unimportant section. Few
of us can escape sickness altogether, and
although some illnesses may be blessings
in disguise, nevertheless our desire for health
is only second to our desire for life, and it is
right that it should be so. 'The highest
spiritual life depends on the best bodily
health,' Sir Clifford Allbutt tells us. The
Bishops at Lambeth admitted with regret
that 'sickness has too often exclusively been
regarded as a cross to be borne with passive
resignation, whereas it should have been regarded
rather as a weakness to be overcome
by the power of the spirit.' That there exist
potentialities of healing apart from physic
to-day no one can refute, but it is to be feared
the Church and the medical profession have
much lost ground to recover, through having
in the past ignored those psychic forces that
are now the object both of scientific inquiry
and of theological study. The marvellous
chemical discoveries of the past few years
have revolutionised scientific conceptions. New
theories of matter and of energy are being
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