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LADY MACBETH.
127


we will here quote an incident that occurred the first
night:—

"Just as I had finished my toilette, and was pondering
with fearfulness my first appearance in the
grand fiendish part, comes Mr. Sheridan knocking at
my door, and insisting, in spite of all my entreaties
not to be interrupted at this tremendous moment, to
be admitted. He would not be denied admittance, for
he protested he must speak to me on a circumstance
which so deeply concerned my own interest, that it
was of the most serious nature. Well, after much
squabbling I was compelled to admit him, that I might
dismiss him the sooner, and compose myself before the
play began.

"But what was my distress and astonishment when
I found that he wanted me, even at this moment of
anxiety and terror, to adopt another mode of acting
the sleeping scene! He told me that he had heard
with the greatest surprise and concern that I meant to
act it without holding the candle in my hand; and
when I argued the impracticability of washing out that
'damned spot' that was certainly implied by both her
own words and those of her gentlewoman, he insisted
that if I did put the candle out of my hand it would
be thought a presumptuous innovation, as Mrs.
Pritchard had always retained it in hers. My mind,
however, was made up, and it was then too late to
make me alter it, for I was too agitated to adopt
another method. My deference for Mr. Sheridan's
taste and judgment was, however, so great, that, had he
proposed the alteration whilst it was possible for me to
change my own plan, I should have yielded to his
suggestion; though even then it would have been
against my own opinion, and my observation of the











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Mrs._Siddons_(IA_mrssiddons00kennrich).pdf/139&oldid=12617731"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 28 September 2022, at 11:52
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 28 September 2022, at 11:52.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








