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PREFACE.


In spite of Mrs. Siddons's professed shrinking from
the celebrity that biographers would confer upon her,
and her preference for the "still small voice of tender
relatives and estimable friends," we know that she
bequeathed her Memoranda, Letters, and Diary to
the poet Campbell—an intimate friend during her
latter years—with a request that he would prepare
them for publication. How, with the ample material
at his command, Campbell wrote so bad a life, it
is difficult to conceive. He seemed conscious himself
that he was not doing justice to his subject. The
task of finishing it weighed on him like a nightmare.
To secure himself from interruption he would fix a
placard on the door of his chambers announcing that
"Mr. Campbell was engaged with the biography of
Mrs. Siddons, and was not to be disturbed."

Though performing the task unwillingly, he stubbornly
refused to allow anyone else to attempt it.
When Mrs. Jameson contemplated writing a life of
the great actress he was most indignant, and expressed
himself as unable to understand how Mrs. Combe
(Cecilia Siddons) could patronise a life of her mother











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Mrs._Siddons_(IA_mrssiddons00kennrich).pdf/9&oldid=13073769"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 14 March 2023, at 21:36
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 14 March 2023, at 21:36.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








