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134
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS









MATER DOLOROSA




O mother, there are moments when I know

God's presence to the full. The city street

May wrap me in the tumult and the heat

Of futile striving; bitter winds may blow

With winter-wilting freeze of hail and snow,

And all my hopes lie shattered in defeat;

But in my heart the springtime blossoms sweet,

And heaven seems very near the way I go.

These moments are the angels of that prayer

Which thou hast breathed for many a troubled year

With bended knee and swarthy-streaming face—

“Uphold him, Father, with a double care:

He is but mortal, yet his days must bear

The world cross, and the burden of his race.”





If these poems, taken collectively, do not declare “what is on the Negro's mind” they yet truly reveal, to the reflecting person, what has sunk deep into his heart. They are therefore a message to America, a protest, an appeal, and a warning. They will penetrate, I predict, through breast-armor of aes triplex into the hearts of those whom sermons and editorials fail to touch in the springs of action. Such is the virtue of music wed to persuasive words. In strong lines of soaring blank verse, in which Mr. Hill is particularly capable, he makes a direct appeal to America in behalf of his people, in a poem entitled Armageddon:
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