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164
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS



when, being misunderstood, and not believed, he was apprehended as a vagabond and thrown into jail. A poem, however, the poem which tells this story, delivered him. The judge was convinced by it, kindly entreated the prisoner, and set him free to return to the academic shades. Ad astra per aspera.

It was in “Cell No. 40, East Cambridge Jail, Cambridge, Massachusetts, July 26, 1910,” that the unlucky bard committed to verse this story, transmuting harsh experience to the joy of artistic production. The last half of his version runs as follows:



As soon as locked within the jail,
Deep in a ghastly cell,

Methought I heard the bitter wail
Of all the fiends of hell!

“O God, to Thee I humbly pray
No treacherous prison snare

Shall close my soul within for aye
From dear old Harvard Square.”


Just then I saw an holy Sprite
Shed all her radiant beams,

And round her shone the source of light
Of all the poets’ dreams!

I plied my pen in sober use,
And spent each moment spare

In sweet communion with the Muse
I met in Harvard Square!
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