
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Negro poets and their poems (IA negropoetstheirp00kerl).pdf/66

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page has been validated.
44
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS








ODE TO ETHIOPIA




O Mother Race! to thee I bring

This pledge of faith unwavering,
This tribute to thy glory.

I know the pangs which thou didst feel,

When Slavery crushed thee with its heel,
With thy dear blood all gory.


Sad days were those—ah, sad indeed!
But through the land the fruitful seed
Of better times was growing.

The plant of freedom upward sprung,

And spread its leaves so fresh and young—
Its blossoms now are blowing.


On every hand in this fair land,

Proud Ethiope’s swarthy children stand
Beside their fairer neighbor;

The forests flee before their stroke,

Their hammers ring, their forges smoke,—
They stir in honest labor.


They tread the fields where honor calls;

Their voices sound through senate halls
In majesty and power.

To right they cling; the hymns they sing

Up to the skies in beauty ring,
And bolder grow each hour.


Be proud, my Race, in mind and soul

Thy name is writ on Glory’s scroll
In characters of fire.

High ’mid the clouds of Fame’s bright sky

Thy banner’s blazoned folds now fly,
And truth shall lift them higher.
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