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64
NEGRO POETS AND THEIR POEMS




We laugh when our hearts fill with gladness,

We weep when we’re smothered in woe;

We strive, we endure, we seek wisdom;

We sin—and we reap what we sow.

Yes, all who would know it can see that

When everything’s put to the test,

In spite of our color and features,

The Negro’s the same as the rest.



—Leon R. Harris.




It is to be expected that, notwithstanding the Anglo-Saxon culture of the producers of this poetry, the white reader will yet demand therein what he regards as the African traits. Perhaps it will be crude, artless, repetitious songs like the Spirituals. The quality of the Spirituals is indeed not wanting in some of the most noteworthy contemporary Negro verse. From Fenton Johnson’s three volumes of verse I could select many pieces that exhibit this quality united with disciplined art. For example, here is one:









I PLAYED ON DAVID’S HARP






(A Negro Spiritual)




Last night I played on David’s harp,

I played on little David’s harp

The gospel tunes of Israel;

And all the angels came to hear

Me play those gospel tunes,

As the Jordan rolled away.














[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Negro_poets_and_their_poems_(IA_negropoetstheirp00kerl).pdf/86&oldid=11940704"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 11 December 2021, at 10:41
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 11 December 2021, at 10:41.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








