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THE CROONIAN LECTURE.
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routine into which it has dwindled, might have endeavoured to preserve it, by affording it a wider range.

By giving it to a variety of individuals, competition might have been created, and many young anatomists have been induced to direct their attention to the favourite inquiry of the founder of the Lecture; but from causes which need not here be traced, this has not been the custom—one individual has monopolized it year after year, and it seems, like the Fairchild Lecture, rather to have been regarded as a pension. There have, however, been some intervals; and we are still under obligations to those who have supported the system, for not appointing Sir Everard Home to read the Croonian Lecture twenty years in succession. Had it been otherwise, we might have heard of vested rights.


 


Section 11.

Of the Causes of the present State of the Royal Society.




The best friends of the Royal Society have long admitted, whilst they regretted, its declining
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