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182
FRAUDS OF OBSERVERS.



fame. It might also have the effect of rendering
even all his crude observations of no value; for that
part of the scientific world whose opinion is of
most weight, is generally so unreasonable, as to
neglect altogether the observations of those in
whom they have, on any occasion, discovered
traces of the artist. In fact, the character of an
observer, as of a woman, if doubted is destroyed.

The manner in which facts apparently lost are
restored to light, even after considerable intervals
of time, is sometimes very unexpected, and a few
examples may not be without their use. The
thermometers employed by the philosophers
who composed the Academia Del Cimento, have
been lost; and as they did not use the two
fixed points of freezing and boiling water, the
results of a great mass of observations have re-
mained useless from our ignorance of the value
of a degree on their instrument. M. Libri, of
Florence, proposed to regain this knowledge by
comparing their registers of the temperature of
the human body and of that of some warm springs
in Tuscany, which have preserved their heat
uniform during a century, as well as of other
things similarly circumstanced.

Another illustration was pointed out to me
by M. Gazzeri, the Professor of Chemistry at
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