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THE SECRETARISHIPS.
57


ledge and liberal sentiments which some might perhaps have anticipated; and many will agree with me in regretting that his judgment has not directed a larger portion of the past deeds of the Councils of the Royal Society. Of the junior Secretary I shall only observe, that whilst I admit his industry, his perseverance, and his talents, I regret to see such valuable qualities exerted at a disadvantage, and that I sincerely wish them all the success they merit in situations more adapted for their developement.

There are, however, some general principles which it may be important to investigate, which relate to the future as well as to the past state of the office of Secretary of the Royal Society. Inconvenience has already arisen from having had at a former period one of our Secretaries the conductor of a scientific journal; and this is one of the points in which I can agree with those who now manage the affairs of the Society.[1] Perhaps it might be advantageous to extend the same understanding to the other officers of the Society at least, if not to the members of its Council.





	↑ These observations were written previous to the late appointment, to which I now devote Section 5. Experience seems to be lost on the Council of the Royal Society.
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