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70
THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISERS.




Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty are to give the necessary directions herein accordingly.



(Signed)James Hiller.



Thus, it appeared that the Admiralty were to choose three persons from among the Council of the Royal Society, who were to have a hundred a year each during the pleasure of the Admiralty. Such an open attack on the independence of the Council could not escape the remarks of some of the members, and a kind of mild remonstrance was made, in which the real ground of complaint was omitted.





MINUTE OF COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY.





December 18, 1828.

Resolved, That in acknowledging the communication of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, made to the Council of the Royal Society, on the 20th of November last, it be represented to them that inconvenience may arise from the plan therein specified, from the circumstance of all the members of the Council being annually elected by the Society at large; and that body being consequently subject to continual changes from year to year.




This was answered by the following letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty:





Admiralty Office, Dec. 30, 1828.

Sir,


Having submitted to my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your Letter of the 18th instant, subjoining an extract from the Minutes of the proceedings of the
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