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and that he would do so precipitously, without vetting the decision through Administration officials.[1] Ruddy asked Priebus if Ruddy could talk publicly about the discussion they had about the Special Counsel, and Priebus said he could.[2] Priebus told Ruddy he hoped another blow up like the one that followed the termination of Comey did not happen.[3] Later that day, Ruddy stated in a televised interview that the President was "considering perhaps terminating the Special Counsel" based on purported conflicts of interest.[4] Ruddy later told another news outlet that "Trump is definitely considering" terminating the Special Counsel and "it's not something that's being dismissed.[5] Ruddy's comments led to extensive coverage in the media that the President was considering firing the Special Counsel.[6]
White House officials were unhappy with that press coverage and Ruddy heard from friends that the President was upset with him.[7] On June 13, 2017, Sanders asked the President for guidance on how to respond to press inquiries about the possible firing of the Special Counsel.[8] The President dictated an answer, which Sanders delivered, saying that "[w]hile the president has every right to" fire the Special Counsel, "he has no intention to do so."[9]

Also on June 13, 2017, the President's personal counsel contacted the Special Counsel's Office and raised concerns about possible conflicts.[10] The President's counsel cited Mueller's previous partnership in his law firm, his interview for the FBI Director position, and an asserted personal relationship he had with Comey.[11] That same day, Rosenstein had testified publicly before Congress and said he saw no evidence of good cause to terminate the Special Counsel, including for conflicts of interest.[12] Two days later, on June 15, 2017, the Special Counsel's
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