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HIS LIFE
5


good to me, so worthy of love, the best friend I had! How happy was I when I could utter that dear name of mother and she could hear it!"[1] She died of consumption and Beethoven believed himself to be affected with the same complaint. Already he suffered continually, and a depression of spirits even more terrible than the physical pain hung over him always.[2] When he was seventeen he was practically the head of the family and responsible for the education of his two younger brothers. He suffered the humiliation of being obliged to beg for a pension for his father, that his father's pension should be paid to himself, as the father only squandered it in drink. These sad experiences made a profound impression on the youth.
However, he found great affection and sympathy from a family in Bonn who always remained very dear to him—the Breuning family. The gentle
"Lorchen," Eleonore von Breuning, was two years younger than Beethoven. He taught her music and she initiated him into the charms of poetry. She was the companion of his youth and there may have been between them a still more tender sentiment. Later on Eleonore married Dr. Wegeler, one of Beethoven's best friends; and up to Beethoven's last day there existed between the three a deep, steady friendship, amply proven by the regular and loving epistles of


	↑ Letter to Dr. Schade at Augsburg, 15th September, 1787.

	↑ Later on, in 1816, he said: "He is a poor man who does not know how to die! I myself knew, when I was but fifteen."
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