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2
THE COMPLETE WORKS OF SONSHI.



2 THE COMPLETE WORKS. OF SONSHI.

The Leader. Intelligence; truth; benevolence;
courage and strictness.

Law. Partition and ordering of troops.

These things must be known by the leader: to
know them is to conquer; to know them not is to be
defeated.

Further, with regard to these and the following
seven matters, the condition of the enemy must be
compared with our own.

The seven matters for comparison are:—

The virtue of the prince; the ability of the General; 
natural advantages; the discipline of the armies;
the strength of the soldiers; training of the soldiers;
justice both in reward and punishment.

Knowing these things, I can foretell the victor.

If a general under me fight according to my plans,
he always conquers, and I continue to employ him: if
he differ from my plans, he will be defeated and
dismissed from my service.

Wherefore, with regard to the foregoing, considering 
that with us lies the advantage, and the generals
agreeing, we create a situation which promises victory; 
but as the moment and method cannot be fixed
beforehand, the plan must be modified according to
circumstances,

War is a thing of pretence: therefore when capable 
of action, we pretend disability; when near
to the enemy, we pretend to be far; when far away,
we pretend to be near.

Allure the enemy by giving him a small advantage.
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