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				This page needs to be proofread.
A Survivor is not just someone who “made it through” the schools, or “got by” or was “making do.” A Survivor is a person who persevered against and overcame adversity. The word
came to mean someone who emerged victorious, though not unscathed, whose head was
“bloody but unbowed.” It referred to someone who had taken all that could be thrown at
them and remained standing at the end. It came to mean someone who could legitimately
say “I am still here!” For that achievement, Survivors deserve our highest respect. But, for
that achievement, we also owe them the debt of doing the right thing. Reconciliation is the
right thing to do, coming out of this history.

In this volume, Survivors speak of their pain, loneliness, and suffering, and of their accomplishments. While this is a difficult story, it is also a story of courage and endurance. The
first step in any process of national reconciliation requires us all to attend to these voices,
which have been silenced for far too long. We encourage all Canadians to do so.
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Justice Murray Sinclair

Chair, Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada
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Chief Wilton Littlechild

Commissioner
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Dr. Marie Wilson

Commissioner
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