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THE HAPPY HYPOCRITE




Regent most arrogantly for 5000 guineas out of which he had cheated him some months before, and went so far as to declare that he would not leave the house till he got it; whereupon His Royal Highness, with that unfailing tact for which he was ever famous, invited him to stay there as a guest, which, in fact, Lord George did, for several months. After this, we can hardly be surprised when we read that he “seldom sat down to the fashionable game of Limbo with less than four, and sometimes with as many as seven aces up his sleeve.”[1] We can only wonder that he was tolerated at all.

At Garble’s, that nightly resort of titled rips and roysterers, he usually spent the early part of his evenings. Round the illuminated garden, with La Gambogi, the dancer, on his arm and a Bacchic retinue at his heels, he would amble leisurely, clad in Georgian costume, which was not then, of course, fancy dress, as it is now.[2] Now and again, in the midst of his noisy talk, he would crack a joke of the period, or break into a sentimental ballad,


	↑ Contemporary Bucks, vol. i, page 73.

	↑ It would seem, however, that, on special occasions, his lordship indulged in odd costumes. “I have seen him,” says Captain Tarleton (vol. i, p. 69), “attired as a French clown, as a sailor, or in the crimson hose of a Sicilian grandee—peu beau spectacle. He never disguised his face, whatever the costume, however.”







8













[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Happy_Hypocrite_-_Beerbohm_-_1897.pdf/14&oldid=11371739"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 6 June 2021, at 17:03
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 6 June 2021, at 17:03.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








