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THE HAPPY HYPOCRITE




that he had thought she would be still abed. That sinister old proverb, La jalouse se lève de bonne beure, rose in his memory. His eye fell unconsciously on a large, round mask made of dull silver, with the features of a human face traced over its surface in faint filigree.

“Your lordship wonders what mask that is!” chirped Mr. Aeneas, tapping the thing with one of his little finger nails.

“What is that mask?” Lord George murmured, absently.

“I ought not to divulge, my lord,” said the mask-maker. “But I know your lordship would respect a professional secret, a secret of which I am pardonable proud. This,” he said, “is a mask for the sun-god, Apollo, whom heaven bless!”

“You astound me,” said Lord George.


“Of no less a person, I do assure you. When Jupiter, his father, made him lord of the day, Apollo craved that he might sometimes see the doings of mankind in the hours of night time. Jupiter granted so reasonable a request, and when next Apollo had passed over the sky and hidden in the sea, and darkness had fallen on all the world, he raised his head above the waters that he might


22













[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:The_Happy_Hypocrite_-_Beerbohm_-_1897.pdf/28&oldid=11409093"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 20 June 2021, at 09:44
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 20 June 2021, at 09:44.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








