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HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book IX.



At home, abroad; wherever I am known.
So I; to whom he, savage, thus replied. 530

Outis, when I have eaten all his friends,

Shall be my last regale. Be that thy boon.
He spake, and, downward sway'd, fell resupine,

With his huge neck aslant. All-conqu'ring sleep

Soon seized him. From his gullet gush'd the wine 535

With human morsels mingled, many a blast

Sonorous issuing from his glutted maw.

Then, thrusting far the spike of olive-wood

Into the embers glowing on the hearth,

I heated it, and cheer'd my friends, the while, 540

Lest any should, through fear, shrink from his part.

But when that stake of olive-wood, though green,

Should soon have flamed, for it was glowing hot,

I bore it to his side. Then all my aids

Around me gather'd, and the Gods infused 545

Heroic fortitude into our hearts.

They, seizing the hot stake rasp'd to a point,

Bored his eye with it, and myself, advanced

To a superior stand, twirled it about.

As when a shipwright with his wimble bores 550






he quotes from the Acta eruditorum, we see much fault found with Giphanius and other interpreters of Homer for having translated it. It is certain that in Homer the word is declined not as ουτις-τινος which signifies no man, but as 
ουτις-τιδος making 
ουτιν in the accusative, consequently as a proper name. It is sufficient that the ambiguity was such as to deceive the friends of the Cyclops. Outis is said by some (perhaps absurdly) to have been a name given to Ulysses on account of his having larger ears than common.
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