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16
HOMER's ODYSSEY.
Book I.



With twenty rowers, voyage hence to seek

Intelligence of thy long-absent Sire.

Some mortal may inform thee, or a [1]word, 355

Perchance, by Jove directed (safest source

Of notice to mankind) may reach thine ear.

First voyaging to Pylus, there enquire

Of noble Nestor; thence to Sparta tend,

To question Menelaus amber-hair'd, 360

Latest arrived of all the host of Greece.

There should'st thou learn that still thy father lives,

And hope of his return, although

Distress'd, thou wilt be patient yet a year.

But should'st thou there hear tidings that he breathes 365

No longer, to thy native isle return'd,

First heap his tomb; then with such pomp perform

His funeral rites as his great name demands,

And make thy mother's spousals, next, thy care.

These duties satisfied, delib'rate last 370

Whether thou shalt these troublers of thy house

By stratagem, or by assault, destroy.

For thou art now no child, nor longer may'st

Sport like one. Hast thou not the proud report

Heard, how Orestes hath renown acquired 375

With all mankind, his father's murtherer

Ægisthus slaying, the deceiver base





	↑ Οσσα—a word spoken, with respect to the speaker, casually; but with reference to the inquirer supposed to be sent for his information by the especial appointment and providential favour of the Gods.
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