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Book XV.
HOMER's ODYSSEY.
343



Of beauteous Helen ris'n, their bed approach'd,

Whose coming when Telemachus perceived,

Cloathing himself hastily in his vest 70

Magnificent, and o'er his shoulders broad

Casting his graceful mantle, at the door

He met the Hero, whom he thus address'd.
Atrides, Menelaus, Chief renown'd!

Dismiss me hence to Ithaca again, 75

My native isle, for I desire to go.
Him answer'd Menelaus famed in arms.

Telemachus! I will not long delay

Thy wish'd return. I disapprove alike

The host whose assiduity extreme 80

Distresses, and whose negligence offends;

The middle course is best; alike we err,

Him thrusting forth whose wish is to remain,

And hind'ring the impatient to depart.

This only is true kindness—To regale 85

The present guest, and speed him when he would.

Yet stay, till thou shalt see my splendid gifts

Placed in thy chariot, and till I command

My women from our present stores to spread

The table with a plentiful repast. 90

For both the honour of the guest demands,

And his convenience also, that he eat

Sufficient, ent'ring on a length of road.

But if through Hellas thou wilt take thy way

And traverse Argos, I will, then, myself 95
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