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TO MRS. STRONG
129


falling thick and fast away I went again. Slowly and
sadly dragged a few of the days after my return to the
Seminary, and I was very homesick, but "after a storm
there comes a calm," and so it was in my case. My sorrows 
were soon lost in study, and I again felt happy, if
happiness there can be away from "home, sweet home."
Our term closes this week on Thursday, and Friday
I hope to see home and friends once more. I have
studied hard this term, and aside from my delight at
going home, there is a sweetness in approaching rest
to me. This term is the longest in the year, and I would
not wish to live it over again, I can assure you. I love
this Seminary, and all the teachers are bound strongly to
my heart by ties of affection. There are many sweet girls
here, and dearly do I love some new faces, but I have not
yet found the place of a few dear ones filled, nor would I
wish it to be here. I am now studying Silliman's Chemistry 
and Cutter's Physiology, in both of which I am
much interested. We finish Physiology before this term
closes, and are to be examined in it at the spring examinations, 
about five weeks after the commencement of the
next term. I already begin to dread that time, for an examination 
in Mount Holyoke Seminary is rather more
public than in our old academy, and a failure would be
more disgraceful then, I opine; but I hope, to use my
father's own words, "that I shall not disgrace myself."
What are you studying now? You did not mention that
item in your last letters to me, and consequently I am
quite in the dark as regards your progress in those affairs.
All I can say is, that I hope you will not leave poor me far
behind.…Your affectionate sister



Emily E. Dickinson
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