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of the national duma and the electoral law were promulgated. Bulygin's constitution, however, which granted the people and the popular representatives no powers beyond those attaching to a consultative parliament, never came into existence, for the zemstvo congress refused to accept it, whilst the great strike in October showed what the working classes and society at large thought of the matter. It may indeed be said that this was not simply a strike of the working class, but a strike of society at large. Employers and merchants made common cause with their employees. In the railway strike which determined the issue, middle-class officials were on strike just as much as workmen. The October strike was a magnificent protest of united Russia against tsarism.[1]



 


	↑ The figures in the following table will give a sufficient idea of the importance of the movement. Political and economic strikes are taken together.
 

	Year.	Number of Strikes.	Number of workers on Strike.

	Absolute.	Percentage of
Factories affected.	Absolute.	Percentage of
Workers affected.

	1895	68	0·36	31,195	2·01

	1896	118	0·62	29,527	1·94

	1897	145	0·75	59,870	3·99

	1898	215	1·13	43,150	2·87

	1899	189	0·90	57,498	3·83

	1900	125	0·73	29,389	1·73

	1901	164	0·96	32,218	1·89

	1902	123	0·72	36,671	2·15

	1903	550	3·21	26,832	5·10

	1904	68	0·40	24,904	1·46

	1905	13,995	93·20	2,863,173	163·80

	1906	6,114	42·20	1,108,406	65·80

	1907	3,573	23·80	740,074	41·90

	1908	892	5·90	176,101	9·70

	1909	340	2·30	64,166	3·50


 

According to "Proletarii," the organ of the Social Democratic Labour Party, iu September 1906 the number of Russian socialists (paying members of organisations) was as follows:—
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In Germany it may be pointed out there are about 400,000 subscribing members of the socialist party; in Saxony alone there are about 39,000. In Italy the party numbers about 45,000 members.
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