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OUT AT THE PLATE!



game went into the eighth with the score still 2
to 2.

When the first man had been thrown out, Haley
to Merrick, Haley let down a mite and the Springdale
right-fielder smashed out a two-bagger that
sailed high over Bryan's head and rolled far into
the outfield. After that Haley tightened up again
and struck out the next candidate, and the half
was over a few minutes later when the runner was
caught flat-footed off second by a rattling throw-down
by Lanny which Bryan took on the run.

Merrick was first up in the last half of the inning
and, obeying instructions, hit desperately at
the first ball pitched, missed it to the glee of the
Springdale "rooters" and staggered back out of the
box. The next delivery was low and wide. The
next one, too, was a ball. Then came a slow drop,
and Gordon, sizing it up nicely, stepped forward
and laid his bat gently against it. It wasn't an
ideal ball to bunt, but Gordon managed to get his
bat a bit over it and at the same moment start for
first. The ball trickled but a scant six feet to
the left of base, but the catcher overran it slightly
and threw low to first and Gordon was safe.

Scott tried hard to sacrifice with a bunt, but
Newton kept them almost shoulder-high and before


he knew it Scott was in the hole. With the score
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