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108
BEHOLD THY SON!



Mary’s sins were pardoned because she loved
much; and we saw how he chose the house of
Zaccheus for his abode, and how he had compassion on Iscariot, even while he knew his evil intents.”

“I well remember the night when the miserable man lay in the bosom of Jesus at the
evening meal,” said Paltiel. “We talked of
the honours for which we looked in the kingdom of the Christ. Iscariot desired the wealth
and power of a prince; but the Master said,
that he who would be greatest, must be least:
and he looked on Iscariot and sighed. I marvel not, therefore, that he gave hope unto
the thief; for unto such as repent, he ever
spoke peace, and unto all he bore love.”

“When shall we be long-suffering as our
Master?” said Sadoc. “Some even among
us are offended that the thief should have
hope of Paradise.”

“It becometh not us to talk proudly,” said
Paltiel; “for if we account strictly one with
another, who shall be clear? Hath it not been
heard how some who had sworn to abide with
the Prophet for ever, were afar off when he
needed help; how others, who had resolved
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