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122
THE HOUR OF REST.



and truth. Some hanged their unstrung harps on the willows of Babylon, lest idolaters should scoff at the songs of Zion; but we may uplift our voices in all the earth, for the name of Christ no mockery can degrade, and no reproach defile. Holy men of old prayed towards Jerusalem for the sins of their people. Those of us who remain will do so likewise; but if, like our brethren, we be scattered abroad, we will rejoice that there is a greater mercy-seat in the heaven of heavens, and trust that He who dwelleth therein will hear, and hearing, forgive. While in peace we are permitted to sit under the olives where our Master sat, and to gather round the board which he blessed, and to minister to those whom he loved, let his spirit of love be shed abroad among us; but if the scourge and the sword be brought out against us—from him we know that the strongest must not strive,—that the weakest must not cry against the will of Jehovah.”

As he ceased, the swift feet of a mule were heard ascending the rocky path which led to the dwelling; and in a moment Sadoc appeared, not, as he was wont, with a steady step
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