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78
THE WILDERNESS GLADDENED.



smiled and beckoned with his hand as he made
greater speed.

The lepers crowded around him, when they
found it was his will to abide until sunrise.
He told them of the Prophet and his mighty
works, and expounded unto them his doctrine;
but he declared not that power had been given
unto himself. They all sought to know more
of the Saviour of Israel; and Philip, whose
heart was given unto the Scriptures, had faith,
and desired to learn of this great Teacher.
Jotham believed not; for unto him no tidings
were glad, and hope had left his heart long
before.

The night wore away while the disciple yet
opened unto them the gospel, and none were
weary. A new life seemed to grow within
them while they listened, and even Jotham
uplifted his head from off his breast when the
morning light beamed on the face of the
stranger. The lepers gazed also one on another. Then was there great joy; for all were
clean!

Philip was still, as before; but Jotham
walked to and fro in the dwelling, exulting in
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