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blackness, died the death of a hero, leading on his men in the thickest of the fight.”[1]
In July 13, 1863, came the draft riot in New
York when the daily papers told the people that
they were called upon to fight the battles of “niggers and abolitionists,” when the governor did
nothing but “request” the rioters to await the
report of his demand that the President suspend
the draft. Meantime the city was given over to
rapine and murder, property destroyed, Negroes
killed and the colored orphans’ asylum burned to
the ground and property robbed and pillaged.

At that very time in South Carolina black
soldiers were preparing to take Fort Wagner,
their greatest battle. It will be noted that continually Negroes were called upon to rescue lost
causes, many times as a sort of deliberate test of
their courage. Fort Wagner was a case in point.
The story may be told from two points of view,
that of the white Unionist and that of the Confederate. The Union account says:

“The signal given, our forces advanced rapidly towards the fort, while our mortars in the rear tossed their bombs over their heads. The 54th Massachusetts (a Negro Regiment) led the attack, supported by the 6th Connecticut, 48th New York, 3rd New Hampshire, 76th Pennsylvania,


	↑ New York Times, June 13, 1863.
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