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The Gift of Black Folk





and Risked Death as Inciters of a Servile Insurrection if
Taken Prisoners, Besides Encountering all the Common
Perils of Camp, March, and Battle.



The Black Rank and File 




Volunteered when Disaster Clouded the Union Cause—Served without Pay for Eighteen Months till Given
that of White Troops—Faced Threatened Enslavement if Captured—Were Brave in Action—Patient under
Dangerous and Heavy Labors and Cheerful amid Hardships and Privations.




Together 




They Gave to the Nation Undying Proof that Americans of African Descent Possess the Pride, Courage, and
Devotion of the Patriot Soldier—One Hundred and Eighty Thousand Such Americans Enlisted Under the
Union Flag in MDCCCLXIII-MDCCCLXV.




5. The War in Cuba 




In the Spanish-American War four Negro regiments were among the first to be ordered to the front. They were the regular army regiments, 24th and 25th Infantry, and the 9th and 10th Cavalry. President McKinley recommended that new regiments of regular army troops be formed among Negroes but Congress took no action. Colored troops with colored officers were formed as follows: The 3rd North Carolina, the 8th Illinois, the 9th Battalion, Ohio and the 23rd
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