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dead. . . . The suggestiveness of the Hebrew
Jubilee had been borne in upon his mind and with
joy of a deep conviction he exclaimed, ‘Children,
you are the Jubilee Singers’.”[1]
For seven years the career of this company of
Jubilee Singers was a continual triumph. They
crowded the concert halls of New England; they
began to send money back to Fisk; they went to
Great Britain and sang before Queen Victoria,
Lord Shaftesbury and Mr. Gladstone.
Gladstone cried: “It’s wonderful!” Queen Victoria
wept. Moody, the evangelist, brought them
again and again to his London meetings, and the
singers were loaded with gifts. Then they went
to Germany, and again Kings and peasants listened to them. In seven years they were able to
pay not only all of their own expenses but to send
$150,000 in cash to Fisk University, and out of
this money was built Jubilee Hall, on the spot that
was once a slave market. “There it stands, lifting up its grateful head to God in His heaven.”

For a long time after some people continued to sneer at Negro music. They declared it was a “mere imitation,” that it had little intrinsic value, that it was not the music of Negroes at all. Gradually, however, this attitude has completely passed and today critics vie with each other in


	↑ G. D. Pike, The Jubilee Singers, New York, 1873.
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