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The Gift of Black Folk





Methodist Church, with a white and Negro membership, but Evans continued to preach. He exhibited “rare self-control before the most wretched of castes! Henry Evans did much good, 
but he would have done more good had his spirit been untrammelled by this sense of inferiority.”[1]
His dying words uttered as he stood, aged and 
bent beside his pulpit, are of singular pathos: 

“I have come to say my last word to you. It is 
this: None but Christ. Three times I have had 
my life in jeopardy for preaching the gospel to 
you. Three times I have broken ice on the edge 
of the water and swam across the Cape Fear to 
preach the gospel to you; and, if in my last hour I 
could trust to that, or anything but Christ crucified, for my salvation, all should be lost and my 
soul perish forever.” 

Early in the nineteenth century, Ralph Freeman was a slave in Anson county, N. C. He was a full-blooded Negro, and was ordained and became an able Baptist preacher. He baptised and administered communion, and was greatly respected. When the Baptists split on the question of missions he sided with the anti-mission side. Finally the law forbade him to preach. 

The story of Jack of Virginia is best told in the words of a Southern writer:


	↑ Bassett, pp. 58-9.
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