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ancestor of the rollicking English fun which brings out
the latent absurdities in ancient and mediæval chivalry.
There is, for instance, a play called "The Field of the
Cloth of Gold," which makes ridiculous the pomp of the
courts of Kings Henry VIII. and Francis I., and represents
the famous tournament as a tilt upon hobby-horses
ending in a milling match with bottle-holders and all
the pugilistic cant. There are plenty of blond women
who appear to be out of employment at present on purpose
to lend a zest to this drollery, and everybody seems
to welcome with democratic delight the slur upon obsolete
solemnities, and the insinuation that the surviving
ones are no more imposing. With all the devices of the
modern theatre, such a play manages to be vastly more
ludicrous than Troilus and Cressida, but it does not start
with such a cutting motive, and it is in the matter of
morality simply neutral. But the play attributed to
Shakspeare is one prolonged assault upon the foibles and
indecencies of greatness, upon the trivial pretexts that
mar and vulgarize an epoch of heroism. The period of
the Trojan war is borrowed, and the characters of
Homer's Iliad, to throw into a salient light what was
after all the real occasion of the famous siege. Paris
went to Greece, as Troilus says,—



"And, for an old aunt, whom the Greeks held captive,

He brought a Grecian queen, whose youth and freshness

Wrinkles Apollo's, and makes pale the morning.

Why keep we her? The Grecians keep our aunt.

Is she worth keeping? why, she is a pearl,

Whose price hath launch'd above a thousand ships,

And turn'd crown'd kings to merchants."
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