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fragments of old coffins, long seasoned in the earth which
was turned up by his exploring spade. He used to make
clocks and fiddles of them, thus coaxing time and tune
out of these repulsive tokens of human infirmity. Our
mouldiest accessories can furnish material for humor;
since "a good wit," says Shakspeare, "will make use of
any thing; it will turn diseases to commodity."

We cannot say that man derives this power to resolve
contrariety into delight from the divine mind, though
we have the habit of saying that every intellectual act
must spring from an original source of intelligence, just
as affection must have its root in the infinite love. But
Deity can have no consciousness of incongruities in
creation, because the whole must at every instant be
comprehended in the Creator of the whole, who originates
the real relation of all its parts and their mutual
interdependence. Human dissatisfaction springs from
want of this ability to comprehend the whole within one
reconciling idea. This incompetency is felt by us because
we have an instinct that all dissonant things ought
to be reconciled, and can be in some way, but only can
be by the finite becoming the infinite. Humor strives
to bridge this gulf. It is man's device to pacify his painful
sense that so many things appear wrong and evil to
him, and so many circumstances inconsistent with our
feeling that Deity must have framed the world in a temper
of perfect goodness. We get relief by trying to
discover the ideas which may effect a temporary reconcilement,
to approach as far as we can to the temper of
divine impartiality in which all circumstances must have
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