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the blank verse, rather tired and strained. They only
notice that they are amused. But the characters of
humor flow out of a natural logic that is behind the
plot, which cannot be apprehended without them. They
are essential to it because they are intrinsically logical,
however little they may appear to be woven along with
the rest of the texture. But they are in fact, as all
human life is, a seamless piece constructed at a single
loom.

Why for instance, in the "Two Gentlemen of Verona,"
does Launce enter, leading his dog, just after Proteus
and Julia have exchanged rings, and they part, she too
much overcome to respond to his tender farewell? What
an impertinent soliloquy which describes Launce's
parting, too, from his family to follow Proteus, all of
them dissolved in tears except Crab the dog! What
does this bit of vulgar life in such a connection? It
introduces the essential vulgarity of Proteus himself,
who, we shall see, has the remembrance of Julia driven
out of his heart by Silvia as soon as he has turned his
back. To obtain her he plays a mean trick upon his
dearest friend who loves her. In the midst of this
Launce intrudes again; for he has fallen in love, and
gives us what he calls the "cat-log" of his girl's conditions.
It is as if the trivial disposition of Proteus was
suddenly dumped upon its proper refuse-heap by the
fine verse which held it. And we soon perceive why
this dog Crab was trotted into the company; for Proteus
procures a dog of gentle breed and bids Launce
carry it as a present to Silvia. But it is stolen from
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