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fifty years when his parents died. Then, in reply to a
friend who was practising condolence upon him, he said,
"Yes, I'm a poor orphanless man!" The same person
remarked of his nephew, that he hadn't decided on his
profession yet, but was preponderating; and arguing
against non-resistance with somebody, he said, "Why,
sir, if a man should draw a pistol on me, do you think
I'd put my life in his jeopardy?" A venerable clergyman,
finding an inebriated person in the gutter, said,
"My friend, how did you get there?" The man, with
a twinkle of jest yet alive in him, replied, "I'm here, not-*withstanding."
This amused the clergyman, who tried
to impart it to his family. "And what do you think the
man replied to me?" Nobody could guess. "Well,
said he to me, Nevertheless!" And there was a worthy
old deacon, who, repeating Watts's hymn line for line
after his clergyman, said, "Return, ye rancid sinners!"
a condition for which Dogberry would say they ought
to be condemned into everlasting redemption.

A very impracticable and contentious person was
chosen to be a member of a committee. Somebody
asked one of the other members, "Well, how did you
find Mr. ——, when it came to business?" The reply
was, "Oh, full of fight as ever,—a regular horse de
combat."

When the Boston fire was stopped at the new post-office,
a man standing near was heard to say, "I'm glad
they've got that fire under headway at last." In all
such cases there is a moment supplied during which
some sense is pretended, so that many malapropisms











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Wit,_humor,_and_Shakspeare._Twelve_essays_(IA_cu31924013161223).pdf/88&oldid=11073691"


				
			

			
			

		
		
		  
  	
  		 
 
  		
  				Last edited on 17 March 2021, at 08:20
  		
  		 
 
  	

  
	
			
			
	    Languages

	    
	        

	        

	        This page is not available in other languages.

	    
	
	[image: Wikisource]



				 This page was last edited on 17 March 2021, at 08:20.
	Content is available under CC BY-SA 4.0 unless otherwise noted.



				Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Terms of Use
	Desktop



			

		
			








