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84 GULMARG

There is a pipe water-supply, and electric lighting.
And yet for eight months in the year the place is
entirely deserted and under snow.

Like Kashmir generally, Gulmarg also is said.
by those who knew it in the old days to be now
“spoilt.” With the increasing numbers of visitors,
with the numerous huts springing up year by year
in every direction, with the dinners and dances, it
is said to have lost its former charms, and it is
believed that in a few years it will not be worth
living in. My own view is precisely the opposite.
I knew Gulmarg in its early days, and it
certainly then had many charms. The walks and
scenery and the fresh braving air were delightful.
Where now are roads there were then only
meandering paths. What is now the polo ground
was then a swamp. The “fore” of the golfer was
unknown. All was then Arcadian simplicity.
Nothing more thrilling than a walk in the woods,
or at most a luncheon party, was ever heard of.

And, doubtless, this simplicity of life has its
advantages. But it had also its drawbacks. Man
cannot live for ever on walks however charming
and however fascinating his companion may be.
His soul yearns for a ball of some kind whether it
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