
	
		
		
		
			
				
					
					
    



					
		
				
					

					Home
				
			
	
				
					

					Random
				
			


		
				
					

					Log in
				
			


		
				
					

					Settings
				
			


		
				
					

					Donate
				
			


		
				
					
					About Wikisource
				
			
	
				
					
					Disclaimers
				
			





					
				
				
					
						[image: Wikisource]


						
					
				

					
				
					
					
				

				
	    
Search
	


		
					
				
			

		
		
			
			

			

			
			
				
					Page:Younghusband - Kashmir.pdf/168

					

				

						
								Previous page
							
	
								Next page
							
	
								Page
							
	
								Discussion
							
	
								Image
							
	
								Index
							


				
		
				
				    
Language
				
		
	
				
				    
Watch
				
		
	
				
				    
Edit
				
		




				

			

			
				This page needs to be proofread.
120
Section



120 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

cut a people off from the full effects of that
important factor in the development of a_ race,
easy intercourse and strenuous rivalry with
other peoples, the Kashmirians had, like the
Greeks, been in contact with the sea, with ready
access to other peoples and other civilisations,
they might have made a greater mark in the
world’s history. But they had this advantage,
that the beauty of their country must always, as
now, in itself have been an attraction to outsiders,
and so from the very commencement of its
authentic history we find strong outside influences
at work in the country.

Thus among the first authentic facts we can
safely lay hold of from amohg the misty and elusive
statements of exuberant iental historians, is
the fact that Asoka’s sovereign power extended
to Kashmir— Asoka, the contemporary of Hannibal,
and the enthusiastic Buddhist ruler of India, whose
kingdom extended from Bengal to the Deccan,
to Afghanistan and to the Punjab, and the results
of whose influence may be seen to this day in
Kashmir, in the remains of Buddhist temples
and statues, and in the ruins of cities founded
by him 250 years before Christ, 200 years before
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