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124 THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR

succeeded to a kingdom which extended to Kabul
and Central India, we come to the reign of the
most famous king in Kashmir history, and the first
really indigenous ruler of note—Lalitaditya. And
of his reign we must take especial notice as
Kashmir was then at its best.

Whether Lalitaditya was a pure Kashmiri it
is impossible to discover. His grandfather, the
founder of the dynasty to which he belonged, was
a man of humble origin—whether Kashmiri or
foreign the historian does not relate—who was
connected by marriage with the preceding ruling
family. His mother was the mistress of a merchant
settled in Srinagar. The dynasty which his grand-
father succeeded was foreign, and it is impossible,
therefore, to say how much foreign blood Lalitaditya
had in his veins; but his family had at any rate been
settled in Kashmir for a couple of generations, and
Kashmir was not in his time the mere appanage
of a greater kingdom, but was a distinct and isolated
kingdom in itself. From this time for many
centuries onwards, till the time of Akbar, the tide
of conquest and political influence was to tur, and
instead of more advanced and masterful races from
the direction of India spreading their influence:
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