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162
THE HISTORY OF KAŞIIMIR
on the land, neither were the people prepared to
meet the emergency, nor were the officials capable
of mitigating its effects, and direful calamity was
the consequence.
In the autumn of 1877 unusual rain fell, and
owing to the system of collecting the revenue in
kind and dilatoriness in collection, the crop was
allowed to remain in the open on the ground, and
then it rotted till half of it was lost. The wheat
and barley harvest of the summer of 1878 was
exceedingly poor.
The fruit had also suffered
from long continual wet and cold, and the
autumn grains, such as maize and millet, were
partly destroyed by intense heat and partly
devoured by the starving peasants. The following
year was also unfavourable, and it was not till 1880
that normal conditions returned.
These were the causes of the scarcity of food-
supply; and when this calamity, which nowadays
could be confidently met, fell upon the country, it
was found that people had nothing in reserve to
fall back on; that the administrative machine was
incapable of meeting the excessive strain; that
even the will to meet it was wanting; and that
corruption and obstruction impeded all measures
of relief, and even forbade the starving inhabitants
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