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THE HISTORY OF KASHMIR



during the present Maharaja’s reign that real progress has been made. First and foremost the land revenue has been properly assessed; it has
been fixed in cash for a definite number of years, and the share claimed by the State has been greatly reduced. This was the great work of Sir Walter Lawrence. Then a first-rate cart-road up the
Jhelum valley has been made. The heavy taxes on trade have been reduced. A well-trained set of officials have been introduced, and they have
been well paid. Increased, though not yet nearly sufficient, attention has been paid to education.
Surveys for a railroad have been made, and a great scheme for draining the valley, reclaiming waste land, and preventing floods has been commenced. As a result, and in spite of the State taking a smaller share of the cultivator’s produce, the revenue has more than doubled. More land is being taken up. The population is steadily increasing. The darkest days are over, and the future is assured.

The history of the people has shown that there is latent in them much ability and taste, but that they have always prospered most when most
subjected to the influences of the great world out-
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