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GRAIN 171

excellent. The villages on the lower slopes are
often surrounded with walnut trees, some of
enormous size, and adding greatly to the beauty
of the village.

Mulberries, as has been remarked in regard
to sericulture, are plentifully grown. They are
eaten in immense quantities by the people as well
as by their animals,

Almonds are grown in considerable quantities
in large orchards. Apricots are grown, but not
very plentifully, and principally for oil. Peaches,
cherries, pomegranates, and plums are also culti-
vated, but have not yet received much attention
from the villagers. Strawberries grow abundantly
in the gardens of Europeans, and gooseberries
‘and currants also succeed. There is, indeed,
scarcely a limit to what the fruit production of
Kashmir might be if it received attention and
care.

Of the food grains rice is the principal. With
all the streams running down from the mountains
ample water for the copious irrigation it requires
is available. The Kashmiris are exceptionally
clever in its cultivation, and they grow it up to
an altitude of 7000 feet. The fields are terraced
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