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Section
3


KASHMIR AND SWITZERLAND
3
the length and breadth of the Kashmir valley, for
the main valleys of Switzerland are like the side
valleys of Kashmir. And above everything there
is not behind Switzerland what there is at the
back of Kashmir and visible in glimpses from the
southern side—a region of stupendous mountains
surpassing every other in the world.
By these Himalayan regions only, by the
mountains of Baltistan and Hunza, and by those
unequalled mountains seen from Darjiling, can
Kashmir be excelled. There indeed one sees
mountain majesty and sublimity at their very
zenith. And with such as these Kashmir cannot
compare. But it possesses a combination of quiet
loveliness and mountain grandeur which has a
fascination all its own. If one could imagine the
Thames valley with a girdle of snowy mountains,
he would have the nearest approach to a true
idea of Kashmir it is possible to give. He would
not expect the stern ruggedness and almost over-
whelming majesty of the mighty mountains beyond
Kashmir. But he would have the tranquil beauty
and genial loveliness which to some are even
preferable.
Of this, my collaborator's pictures will give
a true and vivid impression, though every artist
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